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It is with great pleasure we recognize Juan R. Ramirez as a winner for the 2006 Governor’s Award in the Humanities for his outstanding contributions to building community, character, and citizenship in the state of Georgia through public programming and humanities education for more than 25 years.

Juan Ramirez was born in Madero, Tamaulipas, Mexico.  His educational background includes undergraduate work at Kansas State Teachers College and a Master of Music from the New England Conservatory of Music, obtained after previous studies there and at the National Conservatory of Music in Mexico City.  Following his professional orchestra experience in Mexico and in Boston, Juan accepted a position as a violinist with the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra in 1974 and has resided in Georgia ever since. 

 Juan Ramirez can be best characterized as a Renaissance man who is both an artist and a humanist.  He is not only a talented musician who plays a number of musical instruments, including the violin, viola, guitar, mandolin, and the marimba, but also an accomplished conductor, composer, educator, and ethno-musicologist.  Juan draws strength and inspiration from the diversity of the Hispanic culture and, in particular, from his own Mexican roots in the Nahuatl culture, where music and literature existed as one inseparable entity.  Ethno-musicology, folklore, and traditions have been key to much of Juan’s work in telling the story and aspirations of a people and their universal significance for all peoples. 

 In his multiple roles, whether in the classroom or in public programming, Juan has endeavored to reach out, touch, and enrich the lives of Georgians who come from many different backgrounds and ages, including both children and adults.  

Juan Ramirez has boundless creative energy and a passion for everything he does.  He has brought his love of teaching to different institutions, including The Music Academy, Georgia State University, and Spellman College, and currently to Reindhardt College, where he is a professor of violin and viola.  His love of conducting has led to his current position of conductor of the Reindhart Symphony Orchestra.  He also continues to conduct the Atlanta Community Symphony Orchestra and the Buckhead Youth Orchestra, which he founded in the year 2000.  

Juan has had an enduring passion for serving the community here in Georgia, both his own Hispanic community, as well as the community at large.  It is in that context that our paths met as far back as the 1970’s.  I had the privilege of meeting Juan when I did the first of many interviews and presentations with him for the Latin Atlanta Spanish language community television program I produced and hosted for WAGA TV 5 and WPBA TV 30.  Juan had founded the Atlanta Virtuosi Foundation, Inc. in 1977 with its Outreach Program, Music for Success!, for young people of different backgrounds, including Hispanic youngsters, which continues to be in existence.  At the same time, Juan was also a violinist with the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra.  Juan’s important work in both institutions was highlighted and promoted in the Latin Atlanta interviews, as we sought to inform the Hispanic community and encourage their participation in the programs.  A few years later, in 1982, I initiated, produced, wrote, and hosted an English language special for WAGA TV 5 entitled The Atlanta Hispanic Connection, which informed the public about the important positive “connections” that existed between Atlanta and the Hispanic world at that time.  The outstanding contributions that several Hispanics living in Atlanta were making to the city in the areas of medicine, architecture, transportation, art, music, and culture were highlighted, and Juan was one of the personalities featured.    From those early years, I have followed Juan Ramirez’ achievements in humanities education and public programming.  We continue to share the mutual goals of making the Hispanic community in Georgia more aware of the diversity and importance of its own culture and also of creating greater cross-cultural understanding between the Hispanic community and the Georgia community at large. 

Of special note is Juan Ramirez’ creation of the Hispanic Festival of the Arts – Atlanta, Georgia and Mexico- which he founded in 1990 under the auspices of the Atlanta Virtuosi Foundation.  The Hispanic Festival of the Arts continues to be in existence and has a scheduled presentation in the Spring of 2006. 

The Hispanic Festival of the Arts has featured public programming in the Hispanic arts, music, and culture and is directed to youth and adults, usually in a bilingual format, to make it more accessible to both the Hispanic community and the community at large.  In this way, this Festival makes a significant contribution toward the goal of educating the Hispanic community about the diversity of its own language and culture that has a presence in nearly all corners of the world, and in helping to create cross-cultural understanding with the English-speaking community at large.  To that end, lectures that provide a historical background of the musical works, along with pertinent elements of ethno-musicology, have been integral parts of the musical performances presented.  In addition, an interdisciplinary approach was utilized in the musical presentations with the inclusion of narration and poetry readings that provided a more comprehensive view of the Hispanic arts, music, and culture to the audience.

As mentioned before, community service has been one of Juan’s most important contributions, which reflect his generous character and good citizenship.  Further examples of this can be seen in his participation as a community outreach volunteer with the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra’s “Young Classical Musicians Partnership” since 1989,
his service on the Board of Directors of different associations, including the CURE Childhood Cancer for which he has given many pro bono concerts, The William Breman Jewish Heritage Museum, the International Village Cultural Community Center, the National Academy of Recording and Sciences, and The Sphinx Organization.  Juan is also an alumnus of Leadership Atlanta.  Juan’s desire to give special attention to children of Hispanic descent led to his creation of Casa de la Cultura (House of Culture) in 1996, in order to provide contact with Hispanic culture and help youngsters develop in that area.  In the last few years Juan has also developed partnerships with the Latin American Association and the Mexican Consulate so that there would be additional opportunities for cultural public programming. 
Juan’s own compositions, such as those commissioned by the Atlanta Committee for the Cultural Olympiad in 1993, Mexico, a Cultural Tapestry and Anahuac, for Pre-Columbian Instruments, Tenor, Soprano, and Orchestra, are a lasting legacy of Latino culture in Georgia and beyond our borders. 
 Juan Ramirez has received several awards in the area of the arts.  Juan’s many outstanding contributions to building community, character, and citizenship in Georgia make him a very worthy of recipient of the 2006 Governor’s Awards in the Humanities.
